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Sue recently 
attended the World 
Association of 
Floral Artists 
(WAFA) Oman 
Event 2024 hosted 
in Muscat from    
27 January to        
1 February.  

It was a 
celebration of the 
finest skills in floral 
art, bringing 
together world-
renowned artists, 
demonstrators, 
techniques, and 
knowledge. 

It was open to all 
WAFA country 
members, floral 
artists and 
designers.  

BLOOM OMAN  

Class 4 :  
An Impetus to 
Create  

Third:  
Sue Flight  U.K. 

http://www.sussexareanafas.org.uk
http://ww.facebook.com/SussexAreaNAFAS
http://ww.facebook.com/SussexAreaNAFAS


Have you checked out our 
website recently? 

It has been updated. 

There is lots of information on - 

•  Demonstrators 
•  Judges 
•  Teachers 
•  Speakers 
•  Events 
•  Area Newsletters 
•  Club details and programmes 

www.sussexareanafas.org.uk 
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Area Dates for the diary 

Area Workshop 2024 
Tuesday 12 March  

 Vanessa Wellock 
Circles, Twists and Turns 

Thakeham Village Hall,  
Thakeham, RH20 3GW 

9.30am for 10.00am start 

Members: £25.00.  
(Non-members £30.00 if space available.) 

Email: barbaratucker261@gmail.com

Chairmen’s Forum  

10.30am for 11.00am start 

Monday 18 March   
at Shoreham (Club Officers’ Day) 

The Shoreham Centre, 2 Pond Road,  
Shoreham by Sea BN43 5WU

http://www.sussexareanafas.org.uk
mailto:Barbaratucker261@gmail.com


Area 
Chairman 

I have just heard a 
television presenter 

say that it feels a lot like 
spring today.   

And in our garden, a number of flowers have 
decided it’s time to get going from the humble 
snowdrops to the cheery daffodils. The birds 
seem to have woken up as well to the coming of 
spring including the throstle – the old English 
name for a song thrush. William Morris wrote 
this in expectation of the return of the song 
thrush. 

‘Slayer of the winter, art thou here again? 
O welcome, thou that bring’st the Summer nigh! 
The bitter wind makes not the victory vain 
Nor will we mock thee for thy faint blue sky. 
Welcome, O March!  Whose kindly days are dry. 
Make April ready for the throstles’ song, 
Thou first redresser of the winters’ wrong.’ 
  
 But whilst we venture to enjoy the Spring 
sunshine and the return of life to the garden, it 
might be advisable to keep our pets indoors.   
Why?   Because folklore tells us that the first 
day of March is when fleas return.   Never mind, 
our pets can admire the daffodils on St. David’s 
Day by looking out of the window! 
  
Best wishes 
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Area News 

Oliver



 Judges and Competitors Forum 

Sussex Area JDS&E are delighted to invite you 
to a free and informal Forum on             
Thursday 4 April, 10am - 1pm at Henfield 
Hall, for a fun and informative morning, which is 
open to all Sussex members. 
  
The programme will cover the changes in the 
new Competitions Manual 2023 where we will 
inspire, inform and explain the main changes. 
  
No preparation is needed, but please bring 
along a notebook, as we will provide visual 
inspiration as well as coffee and cakes, and 
plenty of opportunities to raise any concerns or 
questions on the topics. 
  
Several of our judges gained vital information 
on the changes in the manual at the successful 
Dromantine conference last year. Our Area 
forum is designed for Judges, and especially 
competitors and schedule makers, or indeed 
any other interested members, who will be most  

welcome to 
come along 
and hear 
further 
explanations 
in a relaxed 
atmosphere.   
  
I hope that this free event will help and 
encourage our competitors in a friendly and non 
judgmental way. 
  
Please see the poster (page 3) with full details 
and contact me, preferably by email, to reserve 
your place or for any further information as 
soon as possible.  Our morning will be held in 
the Garden Room at Henfield Hall. 
  
Linda Porrett, Judges Representative 
Sussex Area JDS&E 
  
Email: lporrett@btinternet.com 
Telephone: 07908 831555 
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Marion Longhurst RIP 

Past Chairman and President of  
Little Common Flower Club 

Marion passed away on  
26 November. She was a dear friend and 
stalwart of Little Common Flower Club.    

She joined the club in 1994 and was Club 
Chairman from 2000-2004, and again 
from 2010-2012.   In 2005, she became 
Club President. 

She was Little Common’s Club Delegate 
and never missed a Council meeting or a 
Members Day and was a keen supporter 
of Sussex Kidney Trust.   She was also a 
hard working member of the Ardingly 
Committee for many years.    

She has left a deep hole in the club and 
will be greatly missed. 

Ilona Brockbank RIP  

Member of Warnham Evening Flower Club 

Ilona passed away after a long illness in 
December.  She served as Programme Secretary 
on the committee and was a very enthusiastic 
flower arranger.   

She will be sadly missed. 

Pat MacDonald RIP 
Area Demonstrator and former Chairman of 
West Bognor Flower Club 

Pat passed away on 3 December.  Pat passed 
her Area Demonstrators’ test in 2012 and retired 
from demonstrating a few years ago.      

She will be sadly missed. 

mailto:lporrett@btinternet.com
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Pat Elliott  RIP 
1928 – 2024 

On 7 February 2024 Pat got dressed, went 
downstairs, had her breakfast, played her 
word game on her kindle and then went 
peacefully to sleep. She was looking forward 
to attending Lewes Flower Club the following 
day to celebrate her 60 years of membership. 

Pat was a remarkable woman who never 
stopped. She began training as an architect 
but took a job before completing her training. 
That did not stop her as when she got married 
her godfather gave her a plot of land upon 
which she designed and built the home she 
lived in all her married life. 

Pat and Douglas had three daughters and she 
became involved in the Girl Guides running 
the company for 10 years. Pat was extremely 
creative and anything she did was completed 
to a high standard. She turned her hand to 
dressmaking and patchwork, knitting and 
crochet as well as upholstering many pieces 
of furniture. 

Pat’s creativity continued in her garden where 
she tried to have flowers blooming all year 
round. Her garden took precedence over 
housework. Her love of flowers led her to join 
Lewes Flower Club in 1964. She used to push 
her daughters to club and sit at the back. She 
soon became an excellent arranger and 
passed on her knowledge to newer members. 
One of her best memories was when she 
entered the South of England show in 1988 
and received ‘Best in Show’. The following 
year she picked up ‘Best Pedestal’. Pat took 
her turn at being Chairman and along with 
Mac Rea organised coach holidays for 
members and their friends, over 10 years, 
visiting gardens all over England. 

Personally I will miss Pat and her quiet, 
supportive way. She has done so much for the 
club in the past. 

Sally Blake, Chairman  
Lewes Flower Club 
  

Ann Brookes RIP 

President of Hailsham Flower Club 

Ann unexpectedly passed away on 22 January and had been a 
member of Hailsham Flower Club for over 40 years. Ann had 
been on our Area list as a teacher for many years and was a 
past Area Photographic Officer. She was a brilliant flower 
arranger and workshop enthusiast.    

She will be greatly missed. 
  
Christine Campbell-Dykes, Chairman  
Hailsham & District Flower Club 



Tortrix Moth Caterpillar  

I thought it might be interesting to let you know that my 
hubby recently gave me a bunch of carnations 
purchased from Waitrose.  We went away for a few 
days and on our return noticed that there was a rather 
plump caterpillar merrily enjoying the flowers followed 
by one or two others!! 

We identified it as a Tortrix Moth caterpillar which as 
well as enjoying quite a variety of garden and indoor 
plants, is rather partial to carnations and is considered 
to be a real pest to growers.  

I am letting you know about this as I am sure there are 
some of our members who purchase carnations from 
supermarkets and other food outlets for 
arrangements.   

It appears that this moth is around during the day as 
well as the evening and we think it may well have 
found the carnations whilst they were in the flower 
buckets in the foyer of Waitrose being as the doors are 
either permanently open or open and close regularly 
and they were attracted by the lights as well. 

 As our lounge windows have not been open due to the 
cold weather, the little chaps could not have found the 
carnations in our house!!!!! 

Jeanie Stone 
East Preston Floral Club 
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March 

Cupid’s arrows now are 
spent 
Hopefully landing where 
was meant 
Just imagine the great 
furore 
If they reached the girl 
next door 

If Cupid’s arrows passed you by 
Simply hold your head up high 
Just remember, do not wince 
Kiss a frog you might find a prince! 

Now we plan the next event 
Forty days that we call Lent 
A time for some to give up treats 
Some very favourite thing to eat 

Easter eggs are in the shop 
Easter bunnies start to hop 
Ready to bring so much joy 
To every little girl and boy 

With Easter now so very near 
I hope it brings you much to cheer 
And when the feast has been and gone 
A lovely Spring will  come along 

A very happy Easter to you all! 

Anne Waite 
Brighton & Hove Floral Decoration Club 
  



Burgess Hill Flower 
Club receives a Council 
Grant of  £1000 

Burgess Hill Flower Club Committee 
Members had a long discussion in the 
autumn of 2023, about how to raise funds 
for the Club to support its future 
existence. Members had previously 
attended several craft and local fairs to 
sell artificial flower arrangements and 
other flower-related items, which 
generally increased our funds by a few 
hundred pounds, which was likely to only 
cover one meeting’s flower demonstration 
expenses. We felt that we needed to 
pursue other options, as well. 
  
So our Chairwoman completed an 
application form for the Burgess Hill Town 
Council Community Grant, with its 
underlying aim to help fund activities 
which would benefit the town’s residents.  
The Council’s Grant Award Review Meeting was 
attended by a Club Member to provide extra 
support to the application and to answer any 
questions which may have arisen. 
  
The Club was delighted to hear that they had 
been successful with the application and had 
been granted £1000 towards Club running 
costs. 
  
We were also successful with our request for 
staff from Burgess Hill Town Council to visit our 
club meeting and present a cheque in front of 
the club members at the AGM.   

The members and special visitors celebrated 
with scones, cream and jam kindly made by one 
of the committee members, followed by a talk 
and short demonstration showing how to 
decorate a foliage wreath. 
  

One of the best AGM’s ever! 

Laura King 
Burgess Hill Flower Club 

7

ISSUE 42                                                          FLOWER ARRANGING & DESIGN SUSSEX MARCH 2024

Club News ….what have you been up to? 

left to right, Kayleigh Elliott-Davidson from Burgess 
Hill Town Council’s Community Engagement Team, 
Matthew Goldsmith, Chairperson of the Grants Award 
Panel, Judith Alexander, Flower Club Chairwoman, 
and next to her, the Club Treasurer. 



Contemporary Confidence  

New Visions is a contemporary club who hold 
all day Saturday meetings four times a year    
@ Newick Village Hall. In a friendly and 
supportive environment, our members work 
alongside each other learning not just from the 
invited tutor but also from each other, exploring 
new and old techniques and taking their design 
skills to the next level. 

Whilst membership is limited, we have a couple 
of spaces available for the 2024 season, and 
we also welcome guests to our meetings. So 
why not come along with a friend and meet us 
and give us a try! 

A few weeks before each workshop, a themed 
worksheet is sent out, giving you plenty of time 
to collate items required/suggested. 

50 years a member 

Our next meeting, on Saturday 8 June 2024, is 
being run by Chelsea award winning designer, 
Keiko Smith, who will be teaching us about 
Ikebana. 

You never stop learning and in this group you 
will walk away with floral tips and floral 
inspiration, as well as lots of useful techniques 
and not forgetting that you will meet lots of new 
flowery friends too. 

Please contact me for more information; I look 
forward to hearing from you. 

Sue Flight, Chairman 
New Visions 

Email :  Sueflight54@gmail.com 

In February 2024 at Lewes Flower 
Club’s first meeting of the year we 
celebrated Juliet Lucas’ 50 years of 
membership which was a joyous 
occasion with Ruth Collingridge and 
Gaenor Circus joining us. We should 
have been having a double celebration 
with Pat Elliott, who would have 
celebrated her 60 years, but sadly she 
passed away the day before. 

Sally Blake, Chairman 
Lewes Flower Club 
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Gaenor, Ruth, Juliet, Sally, and Wendy

mailto:Sueflight54@gmail.com
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 Lewes Flower Club 
  

When & Where We Meet 
We meet on the second Thursday of the 
month (excluding January) at 12.30 p.m.  

At Beechwood Community Hall, 
Cooksbridge, near Lewes BN7 3QG

Our Club Officers 

President…  Wendy Parsons 
Chairman…  Sally Blake 
Secretary...   Stella Stephens 
Programme Secretary... Sally Blake 
Our Membership 30 
We also have several other committee 
members who play an important part in 
the organisation of the club and its 
various activities. 

Lewes Flower Club  started up in June 1952 when 
there was no such thing as NAFAS! With ages ranging 
from 40’s to 80’s. We are a very friendly group. We 
celebrated our 70th Anniversary in June 2022. The club 
originally met at the Riverside Centre in Lewes, and due 
to increasing numbers moved to The Grange. At one 
point we had more than 90 members and once again we 
needed to move to larger premises. We moved to St 
Mary’s Social Centre on the outskirts of the town where 
we enjoyed meeting together once a month for 40 years. 
After lockdown we sadly found ourselves not being able 
to use St Mary’s any longer and in August 2021 we 
moved to our current venue at Beechwood Community 
Centre in Cooksbridge. Although we now meet outside of 
the town, we still retain the name of ‘Lewes’ for our club 
with people still coming ‘far and wide’. We have already 
welcomed three new members this year and look forward 
to many more. 

During its ‘heyday’’ the membership experienced many 
activities including the setting up of annual coach 
holidays. These were well supported by members, their 
families and friends and took the form of visiting many 
outstanding gardens throughout the Country. 

During our programme year, as well as our 
demonstrators and the occasional speaker, we also enjoy 
meeting together for competition work, workshops and 
continue our friendship with social gatherings. One such 
gathering was when 17 of our members met in 
December 2023 for a Christmas wreath making session. 
A great time was had by all and we will definitely be 
doing it again. 

We are not on social media, our Chairman sends a 
monthly News Letter to each member setting out any 
Area and Club information. Our programme is on the 
Sussex NAFAS Area Website and we also promote our 
club in various local magazines and in the Lewes 
Information Centre.

Spotlight On …… 

Christmas Wreath making – December 2023
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Spotlight On …… 

When & Where We Meet 
We meet on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month excluding August and December, 
doors open at 2.00pm for 2.30pm start. 

At the Storrington and Sullington Parish Hall, 
Thakeham Road, Storrington, West Sussex, 
RH20 3PP. 

Storrington Flower Club 
  

 Storrington Flower Club is 42 years 
old; one of the founder members’ June Banks, 
is fondly remembered by the ‘June Banks’ trug 
that is presented at the AGM to the most up 
and coming flower arranger for the year.  The 
trug was decorated with ruby coloured flowers 
when we celebrated the Club’s 40th Ruby 
Anniversary at a luncheon held at Tottington 
Manor in May 2022.  Many members attended 
it was a wonderful day to remember in 
celebration of the Club. 

Currently we have some members in their mid 
90’s, one of our Club members sadly passed 
away just before her 100th birthday last year.  
We also had an honorary member who 
reached her 102nd birthday and used to come 
along to Club when she was able.  Sadly, no 
longer with us.  

We are an afternoon club which I think the 
more senior of our members prefer, as when 
the winter nights draw in, they do not like 
driving in the dark.  It is a pity as obviously we 
do not attract younger members and visitors.   

However, we are an up-and-coming Club 
offering alternatives with our Workshops 
which we hold on Saturdays enabling younger 
ladies to take part in the art of flower 
arranging.  We hold two workshops per year, 
in the late Spring and Winter in readiness for 
Christmas.  They are fun days encouraging 
those not so confident in their flower arranging 
as well as those with higher capabilities.  
Everyone enjoys these workshops going away 
with a wonderful design and a growing sense 
of achievement. 

In 1086 the Doomsday Book records 
Storrington as ‘Estorchestone’, a place well 
known for storks.  This could reflect the 
wetland in the area, at Parham and on the 
floodplain of the Arun at the north of the 
parish.  The place also gave its name to one 
of the eight diocesan deaneries in existence 
by the late 11th century.

Our Club Officers 

President… Jean Minter 
Chairman… Chrissy Desmond 
Secretary... Shelia Stevens 
Treasurer… Helen Jenkins 
Programme Secretary... Claudia Timms 
Our Membership circa 45 



Jean is our President and always gives so 
much support and encouragement to the Club, 
she always delivers an excellent Vote Of 
Thanks both at Club and at our Open evenings, 
invaluable with her help and advice and ideas 
how we can move the Club forward. 

Helen, our Treasurer greets our members and 
visitors each month at the door extending a 
warm welcome to them for the forthcoming 
meeting.  She is a recent member to our 
committee but has done a marvellous job in 
bringing the club up to date with banking 
methods.    

Claudie, our Programme Secretary has planned 
our excellent programme through to 2026.  Ten 
meetings throughout the year with Area 
Demonstrators.  The highlight of our year is our 
Open Evening at the beginning of November, 
often with a national demonstrator.  These 
evenings are wonderful as we get support from 
surrounding Clubs and get to meet up with our 
friends within the district.  Claudie also books 
our workshop days which are separate from our 
club meetings where I generally take the 
workshop for the Club encouraging members to 
bring along friends and family to be creative for 
the day. 

Our Secretary Sheila ensures that our Club 
flyers are posted in as many prominent 
positions in the village and surrounding areas 
encouraging visitors and hopefully ‘would be’ 
members to join the Club, in addition she 
forwards details to the Three Heralds and the 
Sussex Local.  Sheila is also our Vice Chairman 
giving much help and support to me when 
needed. She also sends monthly posters to 
AREA for publication in the Newsletter, 
Instagram and Facebook accounts which is a 
brilliant form of circulation to all clubs.  

At our monthly meetings we have an area 
demonstrator plus our competition table which 
has a ‘themed title’ each month, entries are held 
in Novice, Intermediate and Advanced classes.   

Diana Smeaton does an admirable job looking 
after the entrants when they bring along their 
creations. Many clubs no longer have a 
competition table which I think is such a shame, 
as not only do our members enjoy seeing the 
competition flowers, our visitors delight in 
seeing them too.  I try and encourage members 
to take part as this is what the flower club is all 
about, the joy of flower arranging.  

Sylvia Fisher looks after our Publications table 
ensuring that all notices are displayed together 
with letters from AREA.  Sylvi sends out 
information to AAH (All About Horsham) and 
RH20 publication, so everywhere you look 
Storrington Flower Club is on the map. She also 
looks after the ‘pre-loved’ book stall where we 
recycle our books for 50p such bargains!   

Chrissie Buck looks after our well-stocked Sales 
Table together with the plants which are very 
popular with the members, she always 
encourages members and visitors alike to ‘pick 
up a bargain.’  Plants sell at a fraction of the 
cost that you would pay at a Garden Centre or 
Nursery, such good value and all donated by 
club members to sell.  

Sara Harden looks after the sales of the Flower 
Arranger and distributes them to members.  
She also looks after our dedicated table selling 
cards for the Sussex AREA Charity, The Sussex 
Kidney Trust. We also have the Sussex Kidney 
Trust official collection box, where we can put 
our odd change and any contributions. 

Most important of all are the refreshments 
served by Gwen Moss following the 
Demonstration, we all look forward to our tea/
coffee and biscuits, having a chat and in 
anticipation of winning one of the demonstration 
designs that will be shortly raffled after the 
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Storrington Flower Club 



break.  Gwen also arranges ticket allocation for 
our Open evening as well as organising the 
Festive Fayre for our Festive Tea afternoon in 
November.  We do not have a club 
demonstration in November but have a fun 
afternoon with a quiz, our competition table, and 
flower arrangements that committee have 
created to raffle later. 

For my sins I will be trying to organise an outing 
to Wisley in September and maybe a visit to a 
garden in the Summer.  It is always a busy time 
of the year, as our AGM in April is fast 
approaching, and I will need to prepare the Club 
programmes ready for distribution, organise our 
workshops and maybe a visit to the wholesaler 
to stock up for our sales table.  

The Club is involved with many church flower 
festivals, one is St Marys Church, Sullington, 
which is located next to a working farm with a 
magnificent 17th century tithe barn. It nestles in 
the foot of the Downs with ancient yews in the 
church yard and wonderful views can be seen 
from here across the South Downs. The church 
dates from around 1050 with many historical 
features in the church itself.  There is a knight in 
armour, in repose dating from the reign of Henry 
III, and thought to be Sir William de Covert, the 
de Covert’s were local Lords of the Manor. The 
font, a perpendicular structure is 14th century.  
Both are featured when we have the flower 
festival and are always handsomely decorated 
with flowers as well as the altar, coves and the 
beautiful stained-glass windows. This event 
usually takes place every other year. It is 
always a sight to behold, the flower 
arrangements are magnificent with many of our 
club members taking part.  
  

Club members are also active in arranging the 
flowers for St Marys Church in Storrington 
village, (yes another ‘St Marys’ Church!)  We 
have many talented flower arrangers who take 
part in numerous church festivals throughout 
the year.  We also took part in the Flower 
Festival at Leonardslee Gardens, which was 
tiring, but worth the effort. 

The Club is very active in supporting village 
events, last year we had a stall at Ashington 
Village just before Christmas.   We also 
attended the Storrington Village Summer fair, 
promoting the Club and encouraging ladies to 
come along to visit.  We try and promote the 
club as much as we can in the endeavour of 
bringing in new members to the Club. 

As Chairman I am happy to report that our Club 
is flourishing with the hope of new members 
joining at the beginning of our new year in April 
when we hold our AGM.  At the AGM, once the 
formal business has been completed, we enjoy 
delicious teas and cakes whilst looking forward 
to another year of Fun, Friendship and Flowers. 

Chrissy Desmond, Chairman,  
Storrington Flower Club  
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And finally …. 
Thank you to all contributors of articles and 
photographs. Don’t forget to contribute your designs 
and articles. Please send them in.  

Happy Easter.           Duncan            

Please send your articles and 
photographs to the Editor       

Duncan Ward                                                                    
email: info@boxworthflowers.com 

For the April issue by        
Wednesday 20 March 2024

Storrington Flower Club 

mailto:info@boxworthflowers.com
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FLOWER ARRANGEMENT SOCIETIES

NAFAS Teachers 
Conference
Where innovation meets inspiration

If you have a passion for teaching, this conference is your gateway to a
world of inspiration and professional growth. Secure your spot today and
embark on a journey of teaching excellence!

WHY ATTEND?
● Explore transformative teaching techniques
● Learn about plant identification
● Network with like-minded educators
● Understand how to assess learners work
● Elevate your classroom strategies
● Enjoy a presentation on wiring techniques
● Collaborate and share best practices
● Introduction to teaching & teacher training

COST    
£350 per person based on two people sharing a
twin room. £399 for a single room. Full board.

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Contact Layla Hill 
at NAFAS Head Office 
Email: layla@nafas.org.uk 
Tel: 020 7247 5567 

Registered Charity No. 1101348

The NAFAS National Education Committee are
looking forward to welcoming Area and National
Teachers for this very special weekend.

5–7th July 2024
Woodland Grange, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV32 6RN

www.nafas.org.uk

The Festival of Flowers is a four day 
spectacular in the setting of 
Chichester’s 940 year old Cathedral, 
taking place from Wednesday 5 – 
Saturday 8 June 2024.  

Visitors will have the opportunity to 
experience 60 floral arrangements, 
handcrafted by talented florists and 
flower enthusiasts from across the 
county. 

National Show 

Friday 19 & Saturday 20 September 
2025 

Gloucester Cathedral 

‘Natures Challenge’ 

• Former National Chairman, Katherine 
Kear, will lead the Show Team 

• Friday Night Demonstration will be at 
the Gloucester Guildhall on Friday 19 
September 2025. 

• The Judges Committee have started 
work on the schedule.
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