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National News 

Council Meeting 

10.30am for 11.00am start 

Monday 26 February 2024 
  

at The Shoreham Centre,                                             
2 Pond Road,  

Shoreham by Sea BN43 5WU 

Area Workshop 

Tuesday 12 March 2024 
  

Vanessa Wellock 

Thakeham Village Hall, 
 Thakeham, RH20 3GW 

9.30am for 10.00am start 

Area News 



Area 
Chairman 

Sadly, this last month I have been representing 
Area at funerals of members.   In doing so, it 
has come home to me how much we owe to 
those who have gone before.  This has also 
been emphasised to me by browsing through 
the old copies of The Flower Arranger magazine 
dating back to 1961 to the current day. 
  
It is rewarding to spare a moment to consider 
that in so many ways our Area has been built by 
our predecessors and we owe them a great 
debt. 
  
Now we will soon be in February and I cannot 
believe how quickly time has passed since 
Christmas. We are fast approaching the March 
Area Day. All the tickets have now been sold 
which is fantastic, and if anyone would like to be 
added to the waiting list then please contact 
Carol. 
  
Valentine’s Day is fast approaching as well and 
I was surprised to read that the humble pansy is 
particularly associated with the day and is 
known by several colloquialisms such as love-
in-idleness, kiss-her-in-the-pantry and tickle-my-
fancy! 

  
Finally, it is 
encouraging to 
note that folklore 
tells us that on      
2 February 
hedgehogs are 
said to come out of their winter hibernation in 
the hope and expectation of Spring – now 
there’s a thought! 

Best wishes 
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Area News 

Area Day   

10.30am for 11.00am start 

Monday 11 March 2024 
 at Plumpton Green Village 
Hall, Plumpton, BN7 3BT 

Speaker:  Gary Shipton –  
‘Hold the Front Page’ 

Gary is a Deputy Lieutenant, West 
Sussex. He is Editor in Chief and 

Regional Director of Sussex World. 

National Demonstrator:  
Vanessa Wellock from Cheshire 

‘A Walk on the Wild Side’ 

Chairmen’s Forum  

10.30am for 11.00am start 

Monday 18 March   
at Shoreham (Club Officers’ Day) 

The Shoreham Centre,                                    
2 Pond Road,  

Shoreham by Sea BN43 5WU
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Maureen Jenner RIP 

It is with great sadness that I inform you that 
Maureen Jenner passed away in November.  

Maureen was born in Burwash, lived here all 
her life and insisted on being discharged from 
hospital back to Burwash for her last days. 

Part of her commitment to our village was her 
tremendous enthusiasm for Burwash and 
District Flower Arrangement Club. She joined 
the club 20 odd years ago and was Secretary 
before becoming Chairman 2009-2013 during 
which time our committee meetings were held 
in her house.  

In 2011 she led our highly successful Golden 
Anniversary party.  She was also very proactive 
in the annual Christmas Tree Festival and the 
Flower Festivals 
in the village 
church. Not to 
forget that she 
also led several 
of our 
workshops and 
was involved 
with arranging 
flower baskets 
for the club 
tombola at the 
village fair. In 
2020 she became our Honorary President until 
she retired from the position this year remaining 
a committee member. 

Although our club is small it is successful due in 
many ways to Maureen. She is an enormous 
loss to the whole village but particularly to 
Burwash and District Flower Arrangement 

Club. Her knowledge will be sorely missed. Her 
funeral was held in her beloved village church 
on 14 December and donations were made to 
Macmillan Nurses.  

Claudette Neville 
Burwash and District Flower Arrangement Club 

Mac Rae RIP 

It is with great sadness 
that I have to inform you 
of the passing of      
Mrs Mac Rea on 
Christmas morning. 

In February 2023 the 
club had celebrated 
Mac's 60 years of 
devoted service to 

Lewes Flower Club.  
She had her 90th 

birthday in August with her 
whole family around her.  

Mac attended the club 
meetings up until a few 
months ago. 

Mac's thanksgiving 
service took place on 
17 January 2024, 
Lewes Flower Club 
members arranged the 
flowers in the local church.  

Sally Blake  
Lewes Flower 
Club



We are off to a cracking start for 2024 – 
Lancing Flower Club has donated £80 to the 
SKT (Moyna would be thrilled), 
Horsham Flower Club has 
donated £10.53 following 
their ‘members’ choice’ 
competition at their recent 
AGM and we have a £100 
from card sales. We are 
obviously highly delighted 
to receive these donations 
because we are aware that 
fund raising is not easy 
especially when so many charities are vying for 
our hard earned dosh. NAFAS club members 
are renowned for their generosity especially 
when it’s a local charity they are supporting and 
the SKT is certainly a local charity. Sussex born 
and bred in the late 1960’s by members of the 
Sussex Area of NAFAS the SKT is for Sussex 
people and to this day some of our members, 
who unfortunately need treatment from the 
renal unit, are so grateful to the SKT for the 
comfortable dialysis chairs that we are able to 
buy thanks mainly to you – our Sussex Area 
members. I know I keep mentioning our Area 
members that’s because they are so very 
important to us and a very part of our 
fundraising. 

I am so pleased to say that we will be able to 
keep the card prices at £1 and £1.50 (except 
the specials) mainly because of some of some 
‘crafty’ donations. Debbie (Warnham FC) whose 
office was closing managed to channel our way, 
with permission, some paper (for innards), 
which was destined for the tip, a friend of 
Carol’s (Steyning FC) who was into making 
cards died and all of the blank cards etc. came 
to me (there was a huge amount!) and Pat 
(Steyning FC) bought some tie dies and 
speciality paper for us to experiment with so 
look out for some new designs.  

We are always happy to bring cards to clubs 
whether for a special event or a club evening – 
make us part of the attractions!!     

Please keep the 
donations flowing they 
are so important and 
don’t forget the 
pennies!! 

Jean Plaskett, 
Chairman 
Sussex Kidney Trust 
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Medieval Banquet 

The King and Queen of the Manor  
hereby decree your presence at a  

Medieval Banquet  

to be held at  
Manor Barn, Manor Gardens,  

Bexhill Old Town  
on  

Friday 22nd March  

in the year 2024,  
from 7 of the clock  

(dining at 7.45 of the evening).    

A nip of Mead on arrival and Medieval fare 
are included plus entertainment  

during the evening.    

By ticket only - 30 pieces of gold.    
Period dress optional.   

Bring your purse of gold and silver!  

All proceeds to Sussex Kidney Trust.    

Carts from 11.00 of the night.   

All enquiries and places bookable through 
Manor Barn  

on 01424 220231.



Turn back the clock            
50 years to ….….…1974 

Sussex Chairman Mrs Ermie Somers Payne 
was re-elected as Area Chairman, there 55 
societies and 3,799 members.  

The Sussex Area held a show “Fanfare of 
Flowers’ at T&AVR Centre, Denny Road, 
Horsham in April. Arrangements of foliage 
incorporating trumpets welcomed the visitors, 
and the rather severe hall was transformed by 
the staging designed by Mrs Mary Brett Dodds 
Show Chairman and and her committee. The 
inter club class “Myth or Legend’ was won by 
the Brighton club withe a beautiful interpretation 
of “The Birth of Venus’. Best in Show was     
Mrs Betty Eden from Ferring for her impression 
of the “Great Gatsby Look’. Her Grace the 
Duchess of Norfolk was welcomed to a preview 
party by the National Chairman Mary Greaves, 
and Vice Chairman Mrs Doris Madeley, and   
Mrs Joan Newlyn.  

At the Harrogate Spring Show the areas 
interpretation of ‘The Political Profession’ was 
staged by Mrs E Somers Payne and              
Mrs D Woolley. The Crawley Floral 
Arrangement Group gained Silver Gilt medals at 
the Chelsea Flower Show, together with 
Rustington Floral Art Society.  

The Bexhill Floral Group held 
their annual exhibition “A Time 
for Everything” in June at the     
De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill, 
whilst in Seaford the flower 
club held a festival at West 
Dean. In September, the 
Sussex Area of  NAFAS and 
the Cathedral Flower Guild 
organised the ‘Pageantry of 
Flowers’ at Chichester 
Cathedral under the 
chairmanship of Mrs Nancy 
Boobbyer.  54 flower clubs 
participated, together with the 
National Vice Chairman         
Mrs Doris Madeley (pictured).  

In August, a garden party was 
held by Dr & Mrs Somers Payne at their home 

in Worthing, to raise funds for a special coach 
for the use at Red Oaks, the Gardeners 
Benevolent Society’s home in Henfield, joint 
fund raising events has been held through the 
year with the Surrey area. 

At the end of the year Mrs Doris Madeley from 
Bexhill was elected National Chairman. 

A joint Members Day in November with the 
Surrey Area was held at Lewes Town Hall 
where there was a demonstration by Mr 
Graeme Audrain of Jersey and Peggy Russell 
from Worthing staged a parade of autumn 
millinery, to a packed hall of 400 members.  

In other news from 50 years ago -  
The aftermath of the 1973 oil crisis, marked by 
the Three-Day Week. There were two general 
elections, and major local government 
reorganisation. 

Richard Nixon, the 37th President of the United 
States of America since 20 January 1969, 
resigned from office under Section 1 of the 25th 
Amendment on August 9. The only U.S. 
president to have resigned from office. On 
September 8 his successor, Gerald Ford, 
pardoned him. 

Swedish pop group ABBA's song 
‘Waterloo’ wins the 19th Eurovision 
Song Contest in Brighton. The Bay 
City Rollers spent many weeks in 
the charts. Mud had the best-
selling single of 1974 with ‘Tiger 
Feet’ which spent four weeks at 
number one.  

Lord Lucan vanished in November 
after his wife was attacked and 
their nanny murdered. His car was 
found abandoned in Newhaven. 

Post-it Notes were created by 
Arthur Fry. The first item with a 
barcode was scanned in a 
supermarket. 

Actress Elizabeth Taylor's fifth 
divorce from actor Richard Burton, 
after 10 years of marriage. 
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Mrs Doris Madeley

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/25th_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution#Section_1:_Presidential_succession
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/25th_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution#Section_1:_Presidential_succession
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pardon_of_Richard_Nixon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ABBA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighton


Looking back …. 2001 

The Ruby Anniversary year of the Sussex Area 
of NAFAS, to celebrate a flower festival 
was held at Worth Abbey, near 
Crawley. Entitled ‘a floral 
odyssey’, celebrating the life 
and work of the Worth 
Abbey community of 
Roman Catholic 
Benedictine monks. 

Most of the floral 
designs were created 
by members of the 
flower clubs in the 
Sussex area, with 
some by the Worth 
Abbey community.  

Photos by Debbie Dann 
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Marriage - Worthing Flower ClubRepentance -  
Forest (Horsham) Flower Club

Eucharist -  
Rustington Society of Floral Art

Ordination -  
Seaford Evening Flower Club

Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament -  
Worth Abbey

Lower Narthex -  
Wivelsfield Flower Club

Confirmation -  
Little Common Village Flower Club

Baptism - Worth Abbey
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Mothering Sunday - Lancing Flower Club

Easter - Emsworth Afternoon Flower Club

Lent - Cuckfield Evening Flower Club

Maundy Thursday -  
Arundel Flower Club

Harvest - Willingdon Flower Club

Christmas - Lewes Flower Club

Trinity Sunday -  
Warnham Evening Flower Club

Your Heavenly Inheritance -  
Elsie Chaplin, Horsham Flower Club

Your Heavenly Inheritance -  
Barbara Harris, Bexhill Floral Club

Your Heavenly Inheritance 
-  

Colette Archer, Preston 
(Brighton) Flower 

Arrangement Society

Thanksgiving -  
East Preston Floral Club

The Lady Chapel -  
Wivelsfield Flower Club

Do you have any 
memories of this 

festival? 

Please email your memories 
to  

info@boxworthflowers.com

mailto:info@boxworthflowers.com
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Club News ….what have you been up to? 

Warnham 
Flower Club 

Are collecting stamps for 
the RNIB please save all 

stamps, especially the 
Christmas ones. 

Please hand them to 
Jean Plaskett at the next 

Council meeting.

Brightening up Christmas 

Cuckfield Evening Flower Club didn’t have a 
demonstrator in December, so our members 
made all these arrangements which were 
taken to two local nursing homes.  

A nice way to brighten up their Christmas and 
a happy way to spend an evening. 

Sue Spooner, Chairman 
Cuckfield Evening Flower Club

Sussex Area of NAFAS JDS&E 

NEXT STEPS 
Traditional and Contemporary designs and 

techniques course 

Five weeks, starting  
Thursday 29 February, 

7, 14, 21 and 28 March 2024 
10.00 -  12.00  

at Henfield Hall  
Coopers Way, Henfield BN5 9EQ 

£60.00 
to book a place 

email  -  bcaldecourt@gmail.com  

mailto:bcaldecourt@gmail.com
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Spotlight On …… 

When & Where We Meet 
We meet every Second Thursday of the month 
excluding January, doors open at 7pm. 

We meet at Heathfield 
Community Centre, 
Sheep Setting Lane, 
TN21 0XG

Horam and Heathfield 
Flower Club 

  

 Horam and Heathfield Flower Club  

Our Club started in 1962  
We hold monthly competitions at the club. 
We attend local Shows with our Flower Marquee 
set up as a Tombola helping to raise money for 
charities and we enter competitions at 
Horticultural Shows, Interclub Competitions and 
take part in Scotney Castle's Flower Festival.   

We arranged a club trip to Parham House in 
October 2023 (pictured) which was a great 
success. 

Oldest Member is Pam Fuller 
Longest Member is Pam Fuller  

The latest member to join our club received the 
information from the Chairman. “We both have an 
allotment at the same place, we got chatting 
about Flowers and Greenery and I gave one of 
the Club Business Cards, and invited her to join 
us. We have 36 members at the moment and are 
still recruiting.” 

We are on Social Media on Facebook - Horam & 
Heathfield Flower Club 

We are a very friendly and welcoming club to 
members, visitors and Demonstrators, and are 
often informed of this, plus we always have a 
good rapport with the demonstrator while they 
are working, which is often commented on.

2024 Programme 
8 February – Demonstration by Jennifer   
  Thompson “A Good Read” 
14  March – Workshop with Nina Tucknott 
11 April – Demonstration by Maggie Hayes 
   “Oh to be in England” 
9 May - Open Demonstration by Jacquie Arnold 
“Hello Sunshine” 
13 June – Workshop with Duncan Ward 
11 July – TBA 
8 August – Demonstration by Gill Homer 
  “My Favourite Time of Year” 
12 September – Demonstration  by Eleanor   
   Bracken “Snapshots” 
10 October – AGM + workshop 
14 November – Demonstration by Helen Hare 
“Travelling Down Under” 
12 December – Demonstration by  
Michelle King.    “Christmas Carousel” 

  

Our Club Officers 
President is Jenny Foster Smith 
Chairman is Phyllis Stevens 
Secretary is Isabell Collette  
Treasurer is Sally Bradford 
Programme Organiser is Jacquie Annis 

Our Membership is 36 

Horam is a village situated three miles south of 
Heathfield, a market town. Famous residents 
include Olympic gold medallist Jayne Torvill, 
and former Doctor Who actor Tom Baker. 
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Spotlight On …… 

Little Common Village 
Flower Club 

When & Where We Meet 
We meet on the fourth Friday of each month, 
except December, from 2.15 – 4.30 pm.  
at the Little Common Community Centre, 
Shepherd’s Close, Little Common, TN39 4SQ

Our Club Officers 

President…  Barbara Harris 
Chairman & Secretary…Pearl Mason 
Treasurer…. Christine Blatchly 
Programme Secretary..Sandra Fleming  
 jobs which we have been doing  
 for far too long! 
Our Membership 90 
Our programme will be on the Sussex Area 
Website.  

Little Common Village Flower Club    

Our Club was formed on 14 November 1989 so 
is celebrating its 35th Anniversary this year.  
We were an offshoot of the former Bexhill 
Flower Club which sadly closed in its 71st year 
and which was based in Bexhill Old Town. Some 
of the members preferred to have a Club closer 
to home in the Village, so that it was not so far 
to travel, hence the formation of “The Village 
Flower Club”. Its name was changed later on, in 
1993 to Little Common Village Flower Club to 
define its location. 

Some of our members are in their 90’s and have 
been with us since the outset. Indeed, they were 
the ones who donated money to open the club 
with, due to its success, were 
fortunately soon repaid. I am 
pleased to say that they are still 
very active and supportive 
members of our club. Joan 
Lawrence is one of those and our 
remaining Life Member since the 
recent sad passing of Marion 
Longhurst who was at club the 
month before she died. We also 
lost a member who died a day 
before her 100th birthday and was 
at club the day before she 
passed! Being an afternoon club, 
unfortunately we don’t attract 
many younger members so we 
are mostly of retirement age but 

good flower arrangers none the less. Due to the 
unfortunate closing of Bexhill Flower Club we 
were pleased to welcome several members of 
their club which boosted our numbers and 
brought us some younger members. 
 We offer our members a wide choice and as 
well as our monthly meetings we run a monthly 
Practice Group led by Sandra Fleming whereby 
members who want to learn to flower arrange 
can do so. Alongside this we also run both 
Beginners and Intermediate lessons. Club 
competitions are not popular with our members 
but they do take part in the fun ones we run for 
our special events such as our Coronation Tea 
Party or our President’s Day. This is an annual 
social event run by the current and past 
Presidents where we have a high tea and 
entertainment. 

We are involved quite often in 
Village life to keep us in the public 
eye. We have displayed in local 
shops, hairdressers, the Cooden 
Beach Hotel and Doctor’s Surgery 
on National Flower Arranging Day. 
We take part in Village Fetes and 
Summer/Christmas Fayres etc. put 
on by local charities, where we sell 
the arrangements prepared and 
donated by our members. Our stall 
is always very popular, always the 
first one people rush to and we sell 
out early. The money earned boosts 
our fundraising and it is fun to do. 

Little Common is a small but thriving village on the 
outskirts of Bexhill-on-Sea which is an Edwardian 
Seaside Town, home of the famous De La Warr 
Pavilion, an Art Deco Building built in 1935.
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And finally …. 
Thank you to all contributors of articles and 
photographs. Don’t forget to contribute your designs 
and articles. Please send them in.  

.           Duncan            

Please send your articles and 
photographs to the Editor Duncan Ward                                                                    

email: info@boxworthflowers.com 

For the March issue by                 
Tuesday 20 February 2024

Love, Valentine, Leap 
  

Love can be profound 
The grist that makes the world go round 
A parents love for their child 
That first kiss so sweet and mild 
  
Love shows itself in many ways 
Like food and drink and books and plays 
The love of friends that you know 
The love of places that you go 

  
Of course at this time of year 
Thoughts of love are very near 
Valentine is to blame 
You only have to hear his name 
  
To spread love he worked so hard 
And came up with the Valentine card 
To ask the question ‘will you be mine’ 
‘Will you be my valentine’ 
  
The bonus is that it’s leap year 
This can be good for a girl to hear 
Because it means that she 
Can do the asking on bended knee 
  
So all in all love’s safe and sound 
And still will make the world go round 
With lots of love to one and all 
May love be at your beck and call 

Anne Waite 
Brighton & Hove Floral Decoration Club 

Spotlight on …Little Common Village Flower 
Club   Continued 

In a recruitment drive we held an Open Day in the 
Church Hall on a day when when we knew the 
Village would be busy. Members of the public could 
come in and select a flower arrangement of their 
choice from those displayed and then a member of 
our Committee would help them to create the 
arrangement themselves. Flowers, dishes and foam 
were provided free of charge and they could take 
their arrangements home with them. Everyone who 
took part was delighted and some of them went 
home and brought friends or family back to “have a 
go”. This initiative resulted in us gaining 20 members. 

We also do amateur, good quality demonstrations for 
local charities such as The Sara Lee Trust, St. 
Michael’s Hospice, and for local groups such as The 
Townswomen’s Guild; W.I; Active Leisure Group, etc. 
These are popular and we have a further 2 booked 
for this year. For these free demonstrations we ask 
for a donation to The Sussex Kidney Trust to support 
them. 

We have a good social calendar and arrange outings 
to places of interest and holidays. Last year we went 
for 5 days to The Cotswolds which included a visit to 
Highgrove with cream tea and a day at the NAFAS 
Show in Gloucester Cathedral. We share these trips 
with our sister club Ninfield Flower Group who are 
only 4 miles up the road and with whom we have a 
good relationship. We help each other out when 
necessary and with Flower Festivals etc. We are 
currently planning this year’s events, as it is our 
Coral Anniversary Year we will do something special. 
We always have a Christmas Luncheon at a local 
hotel in December, this year we will combine it with 
our Anniversary Luncheon.  

Both our club and Ninfield will be helping with the 
Flower Festival in the ancient St. Peter’s Church, 
Bexhill Old Town 28 - 30 June this year. It is 1,250 
years old and mentioned in the Domesday Book. 
 

mailto:info@boxworthflowers.com
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Noticeboard
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Don’t forget …. 

Please send your club 
programmes for 2024              
as a word document.   

No names or contact details 
just the programmes.  

Email to Christine Purkess to 
add to the website 

christinepurkess@btinternet.com 
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FREE to Collector 

A fabulous CHARIOT 

Are you doing a flower festival or 
competition - think Ben Hur, Chariots of 
Fire, Julius Caesar, Romans, Greeks, 

Egypt …… 

Please contact Christine  
on 07735 321568  

Or 

Email: 
christinepurkess@btinternet.com 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FLOWER ARRANGEMENT SOCIETIES

NAFAS Teachers 
Conference
Where innovation meets inspiration

If you have a passion for teaching, this conference is your gateway to a
world of inspiration and professional growth. Secure your spot today and
embark on a journey of teaching excellence!

WHY ATTEND?
● Explore transformative teaching techniques
● Learn about plant identification
● Network with like-minded educators
● Understand how to assess learners work
● Elevate your classroom strategies
● Enjoy a presentation on wiring techniques
● Collaborate and share best practices
● Introduction to teaching & teacher training

COST    
£350 per person based on two people sharing a
twin room. £399 for a single room. Full board.

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Contact Layla Hill 
at NAFAS Head Office 
Email: layla@nafas.org.uk 
Tel: 020 7247 5567 

Registered Charity No. 1101348

The NAFAS National Education Committee are
looking forward to welcoming Area and National
Teachers for this very special weekend.

5–7th July 2024
Woodland Grange, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV32 6RN

www.nafas.org.uk

SOLD OUT


