
‘Memories of  Moyna’ -   
Lancing Flower Show see page 8 

The ‘York Girls’ 
on tour -  

find out what they 
got up to on  

pages 6 & 7  
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Area Chairman 

Do you remember when August was seen 
as a quiet month – in fact it used to be 
known as the silly season.    It hasn’t felt 
like that for me, or I suspect for many of 
you either. 
  
Together with Carol, Brenda, Margaret and 
Tina, our Speakers’ Rep., earlier this month 
I went to the National Speakers’ Test in 
York.   It was a very enjoyable occasion 
though it may not have been so enjoyable 
for those going through the test!   You can read 
all about it in Christina’s article further on in the 
newsletter. 
  
Although we haven’t had much of a summer in 
terms of weather, summer will soon be over and 
we will enter the season of mists and mellow 
fruitfulness.  So with autumn on its way, please 
make a note in your diaries of our next Area 
Day to be held on Monday 2 October at 
Plumpton Green Village Hall.   
  
The speaker is a former personal bodyguard to 
our late Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh, and 
our National demonstrator in the afternoon will 
be Annette Urquhart from Surrey Area. Most of 
us love shopping and there will be an 
opportunity for some retail therapy in a separate 
room off the main hall which will include a stall 
holder selling scarves, jewellery and watches, 
together with the Sussex Kidney Trust, 
Publications and the Executive selling 
Christmas goodies.   
  
Tickets are selling well for this day, so please 
don’t delay on booking your tickets with Carol 
calathleiff@yahoo.co.uk 
  
We are holding an Area competition, ‘Yuletide’, 
at Plumpton Green Village Hall on Monday 13 

November.  This will take place alongside our 
Council meeting.   Barbara Harris has kindly 
drawn up an exciting schedule and I would 
encourage as many of you as possible to enter. 
There is something for everyone!  I know from 
my visits to clubs across Sussex that we have a 
lot of talented members and so I hope there will 

be enthusiastic participation in this competition. 
The schedule is included in this newsletter and 
on our website, and Club Chairmen have also 
been given a number of copies to distribute. 
  
Coming down the track, Horsham Flower Club 
will be celebrating their 60th anniversary this 
month. Many congratulations from us all in 
Sussex Area. 1963 was the launch of the first 
James Bond film ‘Dr. No’.   Whilst Horsham 
Flower Club doesn’t have a licence to kill, they 
will have a licence to thrill with their Diamond 
Anniversary and sparkling cream tea on 
Tuesday 10 October entitled ‘Diamonds are 
Forever’.  

I look forward to 
seeing you there.   
Best wishes, 
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Area News 

What’s on 
Area Day – Monday 2 October at Plumpton 
Green Village Hall. In addition to the speaker 
and demonstrator, there are several shopping 
stalls – SKT, Christmas goodies, publications, 
and scarves, jewellery and watches. 

Chairmen’s Forum – Monday 16 October at 
Plumpton Green Village Hall, BN7 3BT 

Council, AGM and Area Competition – 
Monday 13 November 11am at Plumpton 
Green Village Hall followed by AGM at 1.30pm 
The Area Competition, Yuletide, will also take 
place on this day, with viewing after the AGM 
until 4.30pm. 

mailto:calathleiff@yahoo.co.uk


Yuletide 
Area Competition 2023 

Monday 13 November 2023  
at Plumpton Green Village Hall,  
1 Westgate, Plumpton Green BN7 3BQ 

Judge: Jane Rickard 

Staging: 10am to 1pm 
Judging: 1.15pm 
Dismantling: between 4.30pm and 5pm 

Entries for all classes must be made on the 
official entry form and returned to the 
Competitions Secretary Lesley Etherton. 

Closing date for entries is Monday 30 
October 2023 to be posted to Lesley Etherton 
or given to her at Area Day on Monday 2 
October or Chairmen’s Forum on Monday 16 
October.  

Class 1.  A Christmas Carol 
An exhibit.  
Space allowed:  Width 76cm, depth 69cm, 
height unlimited. Title to be stated.   
  
Class 2.  Festive Fun 
An exhibit.  
Space allowed: Width 76 cm, depth 69 cm, 
height unlimited. 
Restricted to Area members who have not won 
a prize at a previous Area competition. 
  
Class 3.  Winter Fantasy 
A petite (small scale) exhibit.   
Space allowed:  Width 25cm, depth 25cm, 
height 37cm.   To be staged on stairs.  Exhibits 
to be brought ready done. 
  
Class 4.  Yuletide 
A free-standing exhibit.   
Space allowed:  Width 75cm, depth 75cm, 
height unlimited.  To be staged on the floor 
against a plain dark wood background. 
  
Class 5.  A Christmas Gift 
A craft class exhibit.  A decorated parcel with 
gift tag.  Dried/preserved material.              
Space allowed:  Width 30cm, depth 30cm, 
height 30cm.  To be viewed and judged from the 
front. 
  
Class 6.  Eat, Drink and be Merry 
An exhibit to decorate a table and to incorporate 
fruit.  To be staged in a niche 60cm wide, 67cm 
deep and 76cm high. 
  
Class 7.  By Candlelight 
An exhibit to include a candle or candles.        
To be staged in a niche 60cm wide, 67cm deep 
and 76cm high. 

Enter now! 
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Away to York 

Who knew that when you received a 
complimentary ticket for the National Speakers 
Test near York that an 
adventure would begin?  

A generous invitation to be 
driven there by one’s kind 
Area Chairman, Gaenor, 
decided the issue of 
attending or not. I felt 
most honoured to be 
going along with three of 
her friends and Sussex 
colleagues. 

After a prompt pickup on Tuesday 1 August, we 
sped along the M25 and then M1 chattering 
nonstop (that was me mostly, I am not 
Speakers Rep., for nothing) towards our 
destination. Gaenor had prepared us all a 
‘goodie bag’ of tempting rations for our trip 
which included chocolate and essential water. 
Amazingly, the motorways were relatively clear, 
children having broken up from school. We had 
to incorporate a comfort stop near Northampton 
and of course had to have refreshments! 
Gaenor had cleverly sought out an excellent 
Premier Inn with a charming pub, the Dormouse 
on site, for our three night stay in York. Full of 
excitement, after a little relaxation with tea and 
coffee, we journeyed forth in the early evening 
to see what York was like. We had a jolly good 
walk round seeing the location of places of 
interest including the magnificent Minster finally 
finding an excellent Italian restaurant,              
La Vecchia Scuola on Low Petergate, for our 
meal. Feeling deliciously full, off back to the 
hotel we went. 

A plan of Wednesday’s activities having been 
confirmed over a full breakfast in the hotel, once 
more Gaenor took up her chauffeuring role 
driving to a nearby National Trust property, 
Nunnington Hall, for a bit of educational input. 
Bequeathed to the National Trust along with 
some of its contents and grounds by Margaret 
Fife in 1952, the Hall has a long history from the 
Tudor period then the Civil War and on, each 
owner modifying it for their purposes. Now, in 
addition, Nunnington Hall is a home of art 

exhibitions, organic garden tours and plays. I 
really enjoyed looking round the various rooms 
of the house, some with detailed tapestries and 
wondered at the marvellously detailed rooms of 
miniatures put together by Mrs Kitty Carlisle in 

the Carlisle Collection. I had just 
been tutoring my club in Staines on 
Period styling and was fascinated to 
see these representations 
especially of the Georgian bedroom, 
Regency games room and 
Palladian hall.  

As the weather was rather 
inclement – driving rain - our next 
stop was to be Yarm looking for 

places to shelter. Charity shops proved most 
interesting and just what we wanted, once again 
for containers to use in Period styling and of 
course, for items of need such as more suitable 
footwear for Gaenor and an umbrella for me. 
We also were enthralled by two contrasting 
florist shops, one traditional with overflowing 
vases of flowers and foliage and one more 
contemporary, with air drying bunches, groups 
of pot plants, ready to go bouquets including 
unusual components emphasising textures and 
forms, stepladders showing off small glassware, 
containers and candles, and a window of 
stunning-coloured vases. The staff in these 
shops were really welcoming and took time to 
talk to us about their plant material. 

In Yarm, we all were amazed at Strickland & 
Hart, a most intriguing shop with all sorts of gift 
items to intrigue as well as an area for 
refreshments. We lingered to sample here and 
my Tropical Delight smoothie made me forget 
about the rain for a while making me imagine 
warmer climes. Recommendations for an early 
evening meal brought us to UNO for Italian 
delights. Then it was on to the Middlesborough 
area to visit Teesside Flower Club for the 
evening Demonstration ‘Summer Serenade’ by 
Anne Simpson, NE Area Secretary. I was 
delighted to see Pat Martin, Past National 
Chairman and President again after so long. 
We were warmly welcomed to the Club and 
enjoyed our visit there so much. Gaenor had 
been very clever to find out what clubs were 
meeting within a reasonable driving distance 
from York. After a full and exciting day we 
returned to our hotel ably driven by Gaenor. 
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Thursday was the day of 
the National Speakers 
Test at Stockton on Forest 
Village Hall, York which 
necessitated an early start. 
We arrived to see the car 
park in a lake of water with 
only one parking space 
available. We nearly 
needed water wings! The 
hall was spacious and we 
were pleased to see plenty of people swelling 
the audience. Apparently, few tickets had been 
sold before the event. Those running the Test 
were welcoming and a coffee/tea helped to get 
everyone in a happy mood. We saw people we 
knew from previous NAFAS Events which 
further promoted a good ambience.  Sadly, we 
were told that photographs were not permitted 
so we don’t have any of the venue or 
candidates. There were six candidates, five 
passed.  Two gave presentations in the 
PowerPoint format –  
Peter Mathers – ‘Poetry, Prose & Peonies’ and 
Pip Bensley – ‘Behind the scenes at Chelsea 
Flower Show’; the rest were traditional talks 
with visual aids (items to compliment the 
theme). Bronda Dossett ‘s theme was ‘Tales 
from Downton Abbey’, Karen Frew told us about 
‘Christian Dior’ and Cherie Nummy gave us 
‘Please to meet 
Ewe’ (about her life 
with sheep).  

All the candidates 
amazed the 
audience with their 
three-minute 
impromptu talks 
where no preparation 
of the subject given was 
allowed. In the raffle, Brenda won a huge 
hamper of delicious edible goodies and I was 
lucky enough to win a £10 voucher which was 
redeemed at Dean’s Garden Centre nearby. I 
put some money towards my prize and 
purchased a lovely blue/purple Hydrangea. 

We ‘York Girls’ (our WhatsApp group name) 
were all excited to then go onto a spot of ten-pin 
bowling on the way home at Clifton with a 
special deal of 2 games for £25 for the five of 
us. I was especially intrigued as I had never 

played before. I was pretty poor to start with but 
in game two I wasn’t quite so far behind. I did, 
however, launch myself along the floor at one 
point which resulted in a few black bruises in 
the following days. A delicious meal at the 
Dormouse completed this very busy day.  

It was a very early start loading the car and 
saying ‘goodbye’ to our comfy hotel on Friday 
as we had managed to book a tour of Jorvik 
Viking Centre in Coppergate at the last minute. 
This was the second choice after a visit to the 
National Railway Museum, which we found was 
all sold out probably due to children being home 
for the summer. Jorvik is a wonderful exhibition 
and we were all delighted to see the 
improvements made post Covid.  It is a site of 
houses, workshops and backyards of the Viking 
Age that was revealed by archeologists 
between 1976 and 1981. The highlight of the 
tour was a ride through detailed reconstructions 
of York in 10th Century. We marvelled at the 
settings each with digital models of people and 
animals around homes and workspaces. It all 
looked very real indeed with figures showing 
eye, lip and body movements.  

After a little refreshment in one of the 
restaurants - ‘21’ - nearby we went on to 
Hardwick Hall in Chesterfield, Derbyshire 
another National Trust property for lunch and a 
very quick visit inside the magnificent building 
made for Bess of Hardwick dating from the 
1590s. As well as being architecturally 
significant, Hardwick Hall has been used as a 
location or inspiration for a number of films and 
television programs including Mary Queen of 
Scots (2018) and Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows Part 1 (2010). I was particularly taken 
by the Long Gallery and the many huge 
tapestries there. Hardwick has an interesting 
garden too with herbaceous borders, areas of 
vegetables and herbs and an orchard. There 
were yew hedges, statuary and a ruin of a 
previous building, the Old Hall.  

Wearily we progressed home, again with 
Gaenor ably ferrying us on our way. Thank you 
Gaenor for keeping us safe and driving us so 
well. So many memories to treasure! 

Dr Christina Curtis 
Area Speakers Rep. 
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 ‘Memories of  Moyna’ 

Lancing Flower 
Club Show 
2023 

On Monday July 17 
Lancing Flower Club 
held their 15 monthly 
Flower Show which is 
open to all members of 
our club. Following the 
death of Moyna 
Burrows last year, who 
had had been a member for over 40 
years and was well respected and 
loved by us all, the Show was called  
‘Memories of Moyna’ and held in her 
honour.  

There were 6 classes ranging from a 
petite ‘Ocean Treasures’, through 
‘Moyna’s Memorabilia’, to a ‘Summer 
Basket or trug’ for beginners.  
Altogether we had 51 lovely exhibits and 
the hall at our new venue St Peter’s Church, 
Bowness Avenue, Sompting was a sea of 
blooms with an emphasis on mauve, blue and 
pink, Moyna’s favourite colours. 

Gaenor Circus agreed to be our judge for the 
show and commended the club on the number 
and quality of exhibits.  Many of our members 
had never entered a show before but overcame 
nerves and did themselves great credit.  In the 
afternoon the show was open to visitors and 
Gaenor explained how she had selected the 
best exhibits in each class.  

Moyna’s husband, Wally 
Burrows, came to see all 
the arrangements and 
presented the certificates 
and trophies to those 
who Gaenor judged to 
have achieved the 
highest.  Wally also 
presented a special 
silver salver in Moyna’s 

memory to Caroline 
Griggs for having 
achieved the most 
points in the show. 
Caroline Griggs came 
first in the petite class 
‘Ocean Treasures’ 
which was also 
awarded the ‘Best in 
Show’.  Caroline also 
came first in class 2: ‘Moyna’s Memorabilia’ with 
a delightful water arrangement in a bowl of 
Moyna’s. 

Class 3 A Coronation Crown which 
could include craft work was won by 
Lorraine Saunders whose exhibit in 
‘Moyna’s memorabilia’ was chosen 
by Gaenor as her ‘Judge’s Choice’ 

Teresa Knight used rings covered in 
wool made at a workshop we held 
with Graham King to clinch her first 
for ‘A delicate balance of purple’ 
class 4 – Moyna’s favourite colour. 
  

One of our new 
committee members 
Rosie Kirsch won 
both the Beginners 
class 6 ‘A Summer 
basket or Trug’ and 
the Novice class 5 
‘You’ve been 
framed’ and was 
quite delighted to 
receive two cups – 
‘I’ve never won 
anything before!’ 

The Jean Casey award for the best use of 
garden plant material 
went to Pat Northeast 
for a ‘delicate Balance 
of Purple’, and the Vi 
Hill cup for the most 
effective use of colour 
was given to Vee 
Barton for ‘Moyna’s 
Memorabilia’. 
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Club News ….what have you been up to? 

The late  
Moyna Burrows



We were delighted to welcome all our visitors 
from Lancing and many other Sussex Flower 
Clubs who came to view the Show and 
rewarded them with a cup of tea and cakes 
made by Gill Davey our hardworking Chair and 
Show Secretary.  Putting on a show can take a 
great deal of planning but the wonderful 
response from our members completely made 
up for all the hard work.  

What a day to remember and a super memorial 
for Moyna. 

Annette Quelch 
Lancing Flower Club 

Blue Sapphire 
anniversary luncheon 

Hailsham & District Flower Club celebrated 
its Blue Sapphire Anniversary (65 years) with a 
delicious three course luncheon at the Langham 
Hotel Eastbourne.  

The attendees were then treated to a 
thoroughly entertaining talk by Eastbourne’s 
very own Dowager Lady Constance Crabtree 
(centre) who shared a mixture of amusing 
personal anecdotes, fashion advice, some very 
helpful beauty tips for the mature lady. 

A beautiful welcome arrangement of blue & 
white flowers was made by Chairlady Christine 
Campbell-Dykes (front right)  

Elaine Chapman 
Hailsham & District Flower Club 
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Club Anniversaries 

Congratulations to  

Horsham Flower Club,  
60 years in September.

Flower baskets 

Like Burgess Hill Flower Club we like to spread 
the word about our friendly club.  

  
For several years Cuckfield Flower Club  have 
had a table at the Muster Green Fair in 
Haywards Heath. We always have baskets of 
arranged flowers as they are easy to carry. 
These bring many appreciative comments from 
the public and help raise funds for the club. It is 
also a way to meet people and chat about the 
club and maybe persuade them to give us a try.  

We say in 
our poster 
“You may 
come as a 
stranger but 
you will 
leave as a 
friend”. 

Sue 
Spooner, 
Chairman 
Cuckfield 
Flower Club



Caging Workshop 
Members of Peacehaven & Telscombe Flower 
Club were told just to bring a bunch of 
supermarket flowers and some small foliage for 
filling if they had any, together with their 
workbox. The club supplied the mechanics. 

They had no idea what they were going to do. 
Members had to weave a base for the green 
dish to sit on and then draw up the flat midelino 
to make a cage, then arrange their foliage and 

flowers inside. Once they had mastered the 
weaving and getting the cage to sit evenly, 

everyone 
relaxed and 
shared foliage 
with those 
whose didn't 
have any. It was 
lovely to hear all 
the members 

chatting together. 

We had a lovely 
afternoon. 

Christine Webb, 
Chairman 
Peacehaven & 
Telscombe Flower 
Club 
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Autumn 2023 
  
 Autumn colour as far as you can see 
Nature’s bounty there for you and me 
The end of summer, but please don’t shed a 
tear 
Autumn’s beauty gives us much to cheer 
  
Spring is the time to plant and sow 
Summer sun helps to make them grow 
When Autumn comes the process is complete 
A successful harvest means there’s food to eat 
  
Growers toil from early dawn 
Watching skies for signs of storm 
Lest any rain, a single drop 
Should fall too soon and spoil the crop 
  
Everything safely gathered in 
Fruit in loft, wheat in the bin 
Rapeseed oil is dripping through 
There is still a lot to do 
  
Now the process is complete 
And off to shelves in your High Street 
The celebrations can begin 
For those who brought the harvest in 
  
Friends and family arrange to meet 
Each contributes a harvest treat 
Potatoes, 
onions, 
pumpkin 
too 
All 
delicious 
in a stew 
  

Homemade 
wine, a potent brew 
One’s enough or maybe two 
Congratulations all around 
Grateful thanks for the fertile ground 
  
Enjoy the late Autumn sun 
Until the winter comes along 
We give our thanks for nature’s gifts 
That feeds our family and our spirits lifts 

Anne Waite 
Brighton & Hove Flower Club



Make Life Easier for Your 
Treasurer! 
With so many local banks closing, life is 
becoming more and more difficult for our Club 
Treasurers. Banking Club money 
now often involves having to 
travel further afield to 
another Branch or dealing 
with a Post Office, which isn’t 
easy as they often have long 
queues and won’t take odd 
amounts of coin. This means 
they are left with odd money 
hanging around until the bags 
are filled with the nominated 
amounts, which is messy. 

We had a visit from Gaenor Circus, our Area 
Chairman recently and she was keen to notice 
that we were collecting our money via a “Sum-
Up” card reader.  She asked me if I could write 
something about it for the Area Newsletter as it 
might be useful to other Clubs, so here goes! 
We decided to invest in one of these machines 
at the beginning of this year and it has proved 
to be a boon to our Treasurer. It is very quick to 
operate. We no longer accept cheques at all 
and limited amounts of cash. A receipt for the 
Club automatically comes out of the machine on 
payment plus another for the payee if required. 
Sum-Up pay all monies collected straight into 
our bank account with a daily report & monthly 
statement provided via email. (You can decide 
how often you wish to receive a statement). 
There is a charge which currently amounts to 
17p for every £10 collected but against the 
travel time and petrol money saved this is 
negligible. There are no other charges, monthly 
or otherwise. 

You need to set up a Club (Business) email 
address if you haven’t one already and then set 
up the Sum-Up account. Someone other than 
the Treasurer, usually the Chairman, has to take 
responsibility for the account. The machine 
costs around £139 – we bought ours, a “Card 
Reader Solo with printer” on-line via 
Sumup.com – and is very easy to set up using 
the on-screen instructions. You do also need to 
have access to Wifi in your Club premises to 
run the machine. It can be run off a mobile 

phone but then the owner of that phone needs 
to be aware that this will be drawing on their 
account. 

In the beginning there were, as expected, some 
of our members who, although they had a 
bank card, were wary of using it as they 
feared that money could be taken from their 
accounts.  
Once they saw everyone else doing it they 
became more confident and with a little 
persuasion started to make their 
payments in the same way. I’m pleased 
to say almost all our members pay via 
card now. 

I hope some of you will find this helpful and 
think about this alternative way of collecting 
money. There are other brands of this type of 
machine of course, but we did a review of all of 
them and decided Sum-Up would be the best 
for us and it is one of the most popular. We 
have had no problems with it whatsoever. Once 
you have completed the initial set-up it is 
always ready for use. See www.sumup.com 

I’m happy to answer any queries you may have. 
Good luck! 

Pearl Mason, Chairman  
Little Common Village Flower Club 
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There has always been music 
playing in my house, from 
growing up until now so this has 
been a hard task but I will give it a try. 
  
First choice comes from when I was music 
monitor at Primary School. I had to choose a 
record to play each morning before Assembly. 
Every day I would choose “Tchaikovsky Piano 
Concerto in B flat minor”. I loved it but my 
Music Teacher got fed up hearing it every day 
so the task was taken away from me! It is still a 
favourite! 
  
Second choice is a thirteenth birthday present 
from my wonderful Godmother - “Oh Carol” by 
Neil Sedaka – it had to be in there didn’t it!  I 
still have the record, although I have nothing to 
play it on but I have memories of a very happy 
childhood. 
  
Third choice goes back to my 
twenty first birthday outing to 
the Talk of the Town to see 
Diana Ross and the 
Supremes.  What a 
wonderful evening to see 
one of my favourite groups. I 
will choose “Baby Love” but it 
could be any of their releases. 
  
Fourth choice is “Spanish Harlem” by Ben E. 
King. He was introduced to me by a dear friend 
back in the early 1960s when we saw him as a 
support act to Gerry and the Pacemakers!!! 
Needless to say, we left before they came on as 
hearing all those girls screaming was just too 
much. 

  
Fifth choice has to be from a musical which I 
absolutely adore, especially any by Rodgers & 
Hammerstein. I have chosen Oklahoma’s “Oh, 
What a Beautiful Mornin” which I saw at the 
South Bank and starred Hugh Jackman who 
has an amazing singing voice. 
  
Sixth choice is the resounding Handel’s “Zadok 
the Priest”. Hearing that would definitely keep 
my spirits up whilst waiting to be rescued! 
  
Favourite book – I really enjoy autobiographies 
so will choose “Lady in Waiting” by Anne 
Glenconner who has led a very interesting life. 
  
Luxury item – it will have to be an island with an 
electricity supply as I never go anywhere 
without my hairdryer!
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And finally …. 
Thank you to all contributors of articles and 
photographs. We’ve had more than we could 
accommodate again in this issue, so watch out for the 
next edition.  
                                                 Duncan            

Please send your articles and 
photographs to the Editor Duncan Ward                                                                    

email: info@boxworthflowers.com 
For the October issue by           

Wednesday 20 September 2023

Desert Island Discs 
Our castaway in this issue is  

Carol Lathleiff,  
Area Ticket Administrator 

mailto:info@boxworthflowers.com

